
  

   

 

Welcome to the Current! 

   

Oh the chill in the air and the color changing leaves 

are a sign that Fall is here!  Be sure to get out and 

enjoy this cooler weather (when it isn't raining) in 

your favorite Park.  Visit the beach, go on a hike, 

enjoy the sights and sounds of Fall!  Read on to find 

out what we have been up to and what is coming up 

for the rest of the year! 

 



  

 

 

Important update! 

North Beach Trail Closure 



 

 

                                 Rocks on North Beach trail. 

 

North Beach Trail is one of the main trails in Deception 

Pass State Park.  The trail starts at the Deception Pass 

Bridge and is a connector point for the Goose Rock 

Perimeter Trail and West Beach.  The section of trail that is 

currently closed is approximately 100 feet west of the 



Deception Pass Bridge south parking lot.  Many of you 

may be familiar with the location as it is a view point next 

to the rock wall overlooking the Rosario Straits and the 

Deception Pass Channel and is directly above Little North 

Beach.  Although the trail itself is passable, and only 

blocked by a few yards of crushed rock and mud, the 

stability of hillside is unknown.   

 

         



                        Cracking hillside on North Beach Trail 

 

During the week of September 14, 2019, the rain storm 

caused a large rock and a portion of the hillside to collapse 

onto the North Beach Trail.  Upon further review of the 

hillside, the large tap root from the Madrone Tree has 

penetrated the rock wall and subsequently left a few large 

cracks below the Madrone Tree in the rock wall.   

 



 

         

            Madrdone root causing cracking on hillside of North Beach trail 

 

The Stewardship Department within Washington State 

Parks is currently assessing for a geotechnical review to 

determine hillside stability.  The trail is closed indefinitely 

until a decision can be made. 

  

 

 



Beach Clean Up Success! 

by Cindy Elliser 

   

                         

 

September 21st, 2019 was the International Coastal Clean 

Up, a program that began over 30 years ago by the Ocean 

Conservancy. This is a day where communities come 

together and plan a local beach clean-up to help protect 

our oceans from the trash that often ends up there. 

 

https://deceptionpassfoundation.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d81a3c45d461206564b38836e&id=6278929364&e=e30b5dc5e7
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Our board member Cindy Elliser, along with her 

nonprofit, Pacific Mammal Research, organized a beach 

clean-up for West Beach, Deception Pass State Park.  They 

spent 2 hours combing the beach and trails a little farther 

inland (because trash will make it to the ocean from 

there!).  It was a great success, with 10 volunteers 

collecting a variety of trash items including: 

 

                          

https://deceptionpassfoundation.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d81a3c45d461206564b38836e&id=a17a4130d8&e=e30b5dc5e7


 

1 mylar balloon 

A bunch of rope 

2 FULL diapers 

2 pens 

11 glass bottles (including a wine glass) 

1 tent pole 

1 metal crinkled pipe 

About 5 socks 

25 aluminum cans 

18 plastic bottles 

Assorted paper, plastic and metal pieces, 

and the weirdest find: press-on nails! 

 



 

                   

 

Pacific Mammal Research is planning on organizing some 

clean-ups throughout the year at various beaches, so 

check out their website www.pacmam.org and get signed up 

to learn more! 

  

 

Read on for more about the history in the Park and 

a successful fundraiser!  
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An Eye on the Pass…. 

THE FIRST WINTER IN TENTS  

 

Imagine living in a tent, on the bare ground, in 

winter.  A muddy, cold, miserable mess.  At Cornet Bay 

camp, two different styles of tents were set up in 1933 to 

house the first members of the Civilian Conservation 

Corps (CCC).  Next the mess hall was built and then tent 

frames for the tents until bunkhouses could be built.  

 

                   



 

 

“Tents were erected on the hillside and rain was really 

coming down, ditches had to be dug around the tents, so 

the water would run down into our future parade grounds 

that became a mud hole.  Our latrine consisted of a log on 

the side of a ditch.  Cranberry Lake made a wonderful 

bathhouse, but very cold.”  - Enrollee, Camp Deception 

Pass 

 

-Excerpt from Two Hands and a Shovel, Jack Hartt and Sam 

Woptipka, editors 

 

 

 

Deception Pass Park Foundation 

Trailer Fundraiser 

https://deceptionpassfoundation.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d81a3c45d461206564b38836e&id=7e5e8015c6&e=e30b5dc5e7


by Matthew W. Klope, DPPF President 

   

                            

             DPPF President, Matthew Klope cleaning one of the trailers for resale 

 

About eight years ago while I was working for the Navy as 

a civilian wildlife biologist I became involved in a research 

project with the University of Illinois.  This project was 

funded by the FAA and was to evaluate the effectiveness 

of small mobile marine radars (the ones you see on boats) 



to detect birds flying across airfields. These radar units 

can detect particles as small as pollen, dust, insects and 

birds in the airspace, but this information is considered 

clutter and is filtered out so one can see other boats more 

clearly.  The ultimate goal of this study was to see if it was 

possible to reduce the incidence of actual bird strikes with 

aircraft.   

 This research project was to take the bird data and see if 

there was any way to predict bird movements on and 

across airfields in an effort to advise and warn pilots of 

bird activity and to avoid possible bird strike events.  So 

the University researchers set up these radar units at 

several civilian and military airfields across the 

nation.  Associated with each radar unit was a research 

trailer that housed the computers and the researcher to 

keep all safe and dry.   



 

When the project started to wind down I asked the 

University what their plans were for the 6 trailers and the 

Ford Excursion tow vehicle that were used here in the 

Pacific Northwest.  After a long discussion and analysis of 

trailer value and the cost analysis of moving all this rolling 

stock back to the University in Illinois, it was decided to 

leave the equipment here and donate it all to a non-profit 

group.  This is when I chimed in and suggested the 

Deception Pass Park Foundation.  Dr. Ed Herricks, head of 

the research project agreed and the transfer of equipment 

was executed.   

 



                   

                                     Volunteers cleaning the trailers 

 

Once the title transfers were done and the trailers were 

ours, the fun began.  Volunteers from the Foundation 

cleaned out the trailers and the Ford and got them ready to 

sell.  But, where and how to sell them to gain the biggest 

value for the Foundation?  It was decided to sell them on 

consignment at the Washington Tractor facility in Mount 

Vernon.  Vic Caratachea, manager of the facility, agreed to 

sell the units and wave the consignment fee as his 

https://deceptionpassfoundation.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d81a3c45d461206564b38836e&id=6b70bac7a1&e=e30b5dc5e7


 

donation to the Foundation.  So far all the trailers have 

sold and the Ford should sell soon.  The Foundation 

should make around $18,000 with this single Fundraiser, 

the largest single event Fundraiser in the Foundation's 

history!!!  A special thanks to all the volunteers who 

helped with this fundraiser and to Vic Caratachea at 

Washington Tractor who graciously gave his time and 

facility to sell the trailers.   

 

Oh, and the result of the study you ask?  Turns out 

those radars can see birds on airfields, and many are 

currently being used to monitor bird activity, including at 

Seattle-Tacoma International Airport. 

 

Read on to learn about our new Americorps 

service members!  
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New Americorps Service Members! 

by Jason Armstrong, Area Manager, Deception Pass State Park 

   

Deception Pass State Park, in cooperation with the 

Deception Pass Park Foundation and Washington Service 

Corps (WSC), will have two new members starting at 

Deception Pass State Park as an AmeriCorps Service 

Member. In 1983, the Washington state legislature 

established the Washington Service Corps (WSC) to 

promote community service and support youth 

employment around the state. The WSC was the first 

program of its kind in the nation. A decade later, the 

federal government created the AmeriCorps national 

service program, looking at WSC as one of the models for 

that program’s design.  
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Deception Pass State Park has utilized this program dating 

back to 2011, with the first AmeriCorps member at 

Deception Pass, Sam Wotipka.  Many of you may recognize 

this name, as he had a notable contribution in Two Hands 

and a Shovel.  Since then, he has gone on to be employed 

by Washington State Parks as a Program Specialist, 

focusing on interpretive displays throughout the State of 

Washington.  Many other members have gone onto 

graduate school in England and the North Cascades 

Institute, worked for National Parks, or more recently 

Jackie French being hired as an Interpretive Specialist at 

Fort Casey State Park.  The two most recent members, 

Alise Rector and Lauren Hagen have fulfilled their term and 

have sought new adventures. 

 



                    

                    Kelsey Maloy, new Americorps service member 

 

The first new member offered a service position at 

Deception Pass State Park is Kelsey Maloy.  Kelsey grew 

up in Lynden, WA and graduated from Western 

Washington University in 2018 with a Bachelor’s Degree in 

Archeology.  She speaks three languages (English, French, 

and German).  Kelsey has previously served as a National 

Civilian Conservation Corps contract for the Appalachian 

Forest National Heritage Area in Elkins West Virginia as a 



Museum Technician.  Kelsey’s professional focus lies 

within art and archaeology; applied within heritage studies, 

collections management, education and programming and 

historical interpretation. "My goal is to improve social and 

digital access of local collections, stored in smaller and 

more rural heritage centers. I have been looking for ways 

to improve social appreciation and create resources for 

local museums, historical sites, and landmarks; among 

many other types of "special places" in Washington State." 

Kelsey is a world traveler, illustrator, archaeologist, and 

artifacts and collections coordinator- who enjoys fresh air, 

hiking, skiing and photography. During her service term at 

Deception Pass State Park, she will be serving bilaterally 

for Deception Pass State Park and the Deception Pass 

Park Foundation, working on a wide variety of events, 

environmental education, and serving this non-profit 



organization.  Kelsey’s service term will start on October 

16, 2019 and conclude on August 31, 2020. 

 

                         

                  Connor Hall, new Americorps service member 

 

The second new member offered a service position at 

Deception Pass State Park is Connor Hall.  Connor comes 

to us from Dayton, Ohio where he attended Ohio 



 

University, receiving a Bachelor’s Degree in Conservation 

Biology.  Connor has previously served with AmeriCorps 

at the Clark County Foodbank in Vancouver, WA.  Connor 

was a Field Technician at the Ohio University Department 

of Biological. During Connor’s free time he enjoys reading, 

writing, cooking, and finding time to appreciate 

nature.  During his service term Connor will be working 

exclusively for Deception Pass State Park focusing on 

conservation issues, curriculum development, 

environmental education, and community outreach. 

Connor’s service term will start on October 16, 2019 and 

conclude on August 31, 2020. 

 

Keep reading to find out what is happening in the 

Park and upcoming exciting opportunities!  
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Fidalgo Shoreline Academy 

Saturday, October 19th, 2019   

8:45am – 3:15pm 

 

 

 

Join us for our 8th annual great day of learning and 



discovery brought to you by Friends of Skagit Beaches. 

Spend a day with top scientists and local community 

leaders presenting on a wide range of topics. This year our 

Keynote Speaker will be Jack Hartt, who retired in 2017 

after 40 years in the Washington State Park system – 14 of 

those years as the Park Manager at Deception Pass State 

Park. He will present “Love and Beauty in the Time of 

Turbulence”. Basing his talk on reflections from a new 

forest monitoring project in the Anacortes Community 

Forest Lands, Jack will emphasize how we have within 

ourselves and among ourselves the resources to make a 

difference and will weave together the rhythms of hope 

and encouragement that keeps us harmonizing in the 

coming turbulent times. 

 

Choose 3 from 6 breakout sessions such as “Sharks of 



 

Washington State”, “Wetlands: What are They and Why 

should we Care?”, “Tying Indigenous Science to Modern 

Day Research and Restoration”,  and much more. 

Registration is required. By mail, registration deadline is 

Oct. 14 and online is Oct. 17th. Please get your tickets 

soon! 

 

Visit www.skagitbeaches.org to register online as well as 

Friends of Skagit Beaches Facebook page to learn more. 

Also, call (360) 299-0641 for more information/questions. 

 

Free clock hours (5) available to educators. Event location: 

NW Educational Services District Building, 1601 R Ave., 

Anacortes, WA. 
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Don't miss State Park Free 

Days! 

   

Washington State Parks has announced the 

following free days, when the Discover Pass will not 

be required to visit a state park in 2018.  

 

          Nov. 11 — Veterans Day 

          Nov. 29— Autumn day 

 

Please note, free days apply only to day use (not 

overnight stays or rented facilities), A Discover 

Pass will still be required on these days to access 

lands managed by the Washington State Department 

of Natural Resources and the Washington Department 

of Fish and Wildlife. 
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Keep reading about how you can help DPPF!  
 

 

  

Volunteer opportunities! 

 

Have you ever considered volunteering at 

Deception Pass State Park? There are a variety of 

ways that you can be involved, here are just a few: 

 

*Trails: agree to walk a trail every couple weeks, 

look for issues. We also need volunteers for trail 

http://


maintenance projects, next one scheduled for mid 

October. 

 

*Beach Naturalist Program: training every spring for 

Rosario tidepool activities. School field trips in 

spring, and low tide days which continue all 

summer. 

 

*Bowmans Holiday Event: Come help decorate the 

park Dec 13th. We need volunteers for parking,  fire 

tenders, merchandise sales, cookie duty on Dec 

14th. 

 

*Camp Store: can you work a 4 hour shift on Mon/ 

Tues during the summer?  

 

*Discovery Center at Rosario/CCC center- we need 

multiple docents/interpreters for these centers 

during the summer. Interact with park visitors.  

 



*Garden/Landscape projects- many garden days in 

restoration areas at Bowmans Bay and at Cornet 

Bay, or join a work party to help pull invasive dune 

grass. 

 

*Interpretive Walks in the Park: Do you have an area 

of expertise to share? 

 

*Kiosk Volunteer:  Help staff the kiosk at the south 

end of the bridge. Involves merchandise sales and 

giving general information. Shifts on summer 

weekends and other busy days. 

 

*Special Events:  Annual First Day hike, weekend 

Amphitheater programs all summer, 

Interpretive  walks, merchandise sales at summer 

and Holiday events, or write articles for the 

“Current’’ newsletter. 

 

24 hours volunteering qualifies you for a free 



Discover Pass. 

 

Stay tuned! New docent/interpretive opportunities 

coming soon. 

 

*We also have openings for board members, and 

the treasurer position. 

 

Hopefully, there is something here that will work for 

you. It is a great group of folks that really care 

about this park. There are some state-required 

forms to fill out, and we will sign you up! 

 

Contact us for more information (and please put 

volunteer in the subject line): 

 

Deceptionpassfoundation@gmail.com 
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Follow us on Facebook!  
 

 

 

 

Learn more on our website!  
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