Welcome to the Current!
Well it seems this summer has flown by! We hope
you have been able to enjoy some of your free time at
the Park. We have had some exciting things happen
this last month and more programs continuing on in
the Park, so be sure to read on and check out the
calendar of events here!

Whale (Tail) Trail (Tale)
by Elle Tracy

Go ahead…say that fast three times.

Governor Jay Inslee visited Deception Pass Park last July
17, to see whales from land. Land-based whale watching is
a ‘thing’ up and down North America’s coast with the

Pacific Ocean. People can view whales from shore from
California to British Columbia in more than 100 prominent
locations.

One of the latest sites marked for viewing is in Deception
Pass Park, at West Beach.

Governor Inslee champions Washington State’s
participation with the West Coast family of states and
British Columbia, each with ongoing projects to restore
habitat and ecosystems for resident and forage fish
species. In our geography, we can perceive this work
through salmon and the Southern Resident orcas.

With a shout-out to Donna Sandstrom, founder and
director of the Whale Trail, our tireless Foundation

Secretary, Cindy Elliser, more or less engineered the
installation of signage in Deception Pass Park. Cindy
demonstrated her leadership, both of the Foundation and
of her own organization, Pacific Mammal Research, first, to
nominate the site, and then to battle permitting headaches,
and to navigate the different bureaucracies involved with
digging a hole for the signpost, and paying for a sign and
its installation.

Cindy and the Governor spent a few minutes together
searching for animals, and laid eyes on harbor seals.
“They’re all connected,” remarked Inslee. He appeared
engaged and knowledgeable during this visit, as was his
family, including his grandson. He complimented Cindy on
the educational efforts of the Foundation.

Did the Governor see any whales, you might ask: on that
day, well, that would have been a fluke.

When you next visit West Beach, look on the north end of
the parking lot, and learn everything you can from this new
Whale Trail sign. Let us know what you see!

Read on for more about the history in the Park!

The Opening of Deception Pass Bridge

In less than one year, from August 1934 to July 31, 1935,
the bridge fabricator, Puget Construction Company of
Seattle built the two-span, Deception Pass Bridge. CCC
workers built the road bed leading to the bridge from both

sides.

On July 31, 1935, as many as 12, 000 people from both
sides gathered to celebrate the opening of the bridge, or
technically, bridges. The men of the CCC who built the
highway approaches to the bridge were most likely out on
the bridge enjoying the celebration and world-class views.

Some 700 cars traveled on the bridges on July 31, 1935,
the day it was dedicated. Today, approximately 20,000
cars travel across the bridges each day.

Read on for more about what has and will be
happening in the park!

ARTS IN THE PARK 2019

As the Arts in the Park concert series for 2019 draws to a
close, we would like to invite you to the final concert this
Saturday at the North Beach Amphitheater, starting at
7pm. For more information about this weekend’s concert,
please go to our website.

The concert series has been very successful this year, with

over 2300 attendees who listened to music from
Appalachian roots, Cajun, Croatian, Irish fiddle tunes, and
more. Attendees sang along, danced, tapped their feet and
often learned more about the culture and traditions of the
music and musician they listened to.

The American Roots Concert Series is now in its 14th year
and is a part of a broader series of events celebrating
Washington’s diverse cultures presented by Washington
State Parks Folk & Traditional Arts Program. Funding from
this series was made possible by the generous support of
the Deception Pass Foundation, Island County, and the
National Endowment for the Arts.

Keep reading to find out what is happening in the
Park and upcoming exciting opportunities!

Want to bring your class to Deception Pass
State Park?

If interested in visiting Deception Pass State Park for a
class field trip please call or contact Joy Kacoroski at (360)
675-3767.

Don't miss State Park Free
Days!
Washington State Parks has announced the
following free days, when the Discover Pass will not
be required to visit a state park in 2019.

Aug. 25 — National Park Service Birthday
Sept. 28— National Public Lands Day
Nov. 11 — Veterans Day
Nov. 29— Autumn day

Please note, free days apply only to day use (not
overnight stays or rented facilities), A Discover
Pass will still be required on these days to access
lands managed by the Washington State Department

of Natural Resources and the Washington Department
of Fish and Wildlife.

Keep reading about how you can help DPPF!

Volunteer opportunities!
If you have ever considered volunteering at
Deception Pass State Park, here are some of the
ways you can be involved:

-Visitor Education-Docent for Interpretive Centers/
our greatest need

-Adopt-A-Trail or area

-Event Planning/ Coordination

-Marketing/PR/Social Media
-Helping with Children’s Programs: Jr. Ranger/
Game Night

-Kiosk Volunteer at Bridge

-Leading Nature Walks

-Serving on the Foundation Board

-Gardening/Landscape projects

-Beach Naturalist Program

-Building or Carpentry

-Trail Maintenance

-Special Events or Programs help

Find the Signup Form on our website, and get
started!

Follow us on Facebook!

Learn more on our website!
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