
 

 

   

 

Welcome to the Current! 

   

Happy New Year!  We hope that you had a wonderful 

holiday season and a great start to the new year. As the 

rain seems to be around for a while, sit down, relax and 

enjoy this month's Current.  In this issue learn about 

park history, geology, local animals and more! Read on 

to find out what we have been up to and what is coming 

soon! 

 



 

 

 

Volunteer update! 
   

We need help Wednesdays in February and March and 

we have a new online sign up for you to use!  

 

You can sign up here to come and help park staff get 

campgrounds ready to re-open for spring. 

 

Thank you! 

 

https://deceptionpassfoundation.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d81a3c45d461206564b38836e&id=ce0c572f55&e=e30b5dc5e7


 
 

 

An Eye on the Pass…. 

CORNET BAY FIREPLACE AND 

AMPHITHEATER 

 

 

  

Imagine sitting with friends after a strenuous days work, 

enjoying a huge fire overlooking a quiet bay.  The very large 



 

granite fireplace and amphitheater at the Cornet Bay Camp 

was constructed during the 1930s by the CCC and were 

enjoyed this way on many evenings.  There are actually three 

fireplaces: the main fireplace and one on each wing wall.  The 

smaller fireplaces were intended to be used as warming 

ovens, or to warm people sitting near the edges of the 

amphitheater. 

 

Using granite rocks from nearby sources, the crew members 

learned how to cut rock, shape it, build a wall, and mortar it 

properly.  This fireplace sits fairly close to the waters of 

Cornet Bay and is still in use today.  

 

-Excerpt from Two Hands and a Shovel by Jack Hartt 

 

 
 

https://deceptionpassfoundation.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d81a3c45d461206564b38836e&id=d6f2155b9e&e=e30b5dc5e7


 

  

 

 

JANUARY 26TH  

 

Join us for our State of the Park Meeting.  This year it will be 

held at Lindgren Hall, Rosario Beach Marine Laboratory 

located at 15510 Rosario Beach Rd., Anacortes. 

 

This is an excellent opportunity for the public to find out 

more about the Deception Pass Park Foundation and the 



 

Deception Pass State Park.  The event will begin at 5pm with 

a social hour.  At 6pm, the meeting will begin with 

presentations from the foundation, interpretive staff and park 

manager, Jason Armstrong.   

 

We hope you can join us to learn more about your favorite 

park! 

  

 

Read on for more about what has been happening and 

what is coming up!  

 

 
 

 

BOWMAN BAY HOLIDAY 

“WE GOT TO SEE SANTA!” 

 

http://
http://


 

   

Santa was very busy this year with happy children and 

families munching on homemade cookies and refreshments 

while waiting to sit on his lap and tell him their Christmas 

secrets.  The craft tables were full of very creative ornament 

makers, too!  From Grayson the Whale, a most beautiful 

winter sunset, a hot bonfire, music, elves and more, it was 

another year where memories were made. 

 



 

Thank you to everyone who attended and the dozens of 

volunteers who helped with Bowman Bay Holiday 2019! 

  

 

 
 

2020’s First Day Hike at Deception Pass! 

 

 

Deception Pass had an exciting turn out for 2020’s first day 

hike! 129 people came out to usher in the new decade and 

enjoy a beautiful sunny morning at West Beach, where some 

impressive waves came to greet them! 

 



                   

Attendees hiked a combined 170 miles and learned about a 

variety of topics, including the  park’s tree diversity and west 

beach’s unique sand dune habitat. 

 



 

                   

  

 

 
 

 

Introducing the Flybrary!  

By Gianna Holle 



 

 

 

A Flybrary was recently installed at the Pass Lake kiosk in 

Deception State Park.  What is a flybrary you ask?  It is a 

foam board that fly fishers can use to share their flies with 

others that share their passion of fly fishing. If you need a fly, 

you take a fly.  If you have a fly, you can leave a fly.  

 

How many times have you gotten to a new body of water and 



didn’t have much knowledge of what the fish in that area are 

hitting on?   By having local favorite flies available on the 

flybrary board accessible to all individuals, the flies you find 

on the board may just make your next fishing trip more 

productive and successful.  This is also another opportunity 

for all of us to try out new or different flies that you would not 

normally carry in your flybox. 

  

                     

 



For more information about the flybrary project go to 

“Flybraryproject.com”. There is a national map there to locate 

other flybraries around the Country.   The Flybrary Project 

has been very popular on the East Coast and it appears this 

new flybrary, at Pass Lake, will be the first one installed in the 

state of Washington. 

 

If you would like to start a flybrary at your local waterways, 

go to flybraryproject.com for information and how to get 

started and where to order a flybrary kit.   

 

Next time you’re out fly fishing, look around for a flybrary and 

check it out.  And remember,  If you need a fly, you take a 

fly.  If you have a fly, you can leave a fly.   

 

Pass Lake is open 12 months of the year, is open to Fly 

https://deceptionpassfoundation.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d81a3c45d461206564b38836e&id=133d7ef4a5&e=e30b5dc5e7
https://deceptionpassfoundation.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d81a3c45d461206564b38836e&id=2607e9f45a&e=e30b5dc5e7


 

Fishing only, and is a catch and release lake.  All motor boats 

are prohibited.  Species of trout you might catch are Browns, 

Coastal Cutthroats and Rainbows.  

 

If you’re interested in learning more about fly fishing, contact 

your local fly fishing club.  There are several fly fishing clubs 

in the Puget Sound area.  Whidbey Island Fly Fishing Club 

meets the second Wednesday of every month, 7-8 pm, in 

Coupeville.  Check the website for meeting 

location: WIFFC.COM.  

  

 

Keep reading to learn more about local animals and 

geology!  

 

 
 

https://deceptionpassfoundation.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d81a3c45d461206564b38836e&id=927b5029c9&e=e30b5dc5e7
http://
http://


 

Creature Feature:  

the Townsend chipmunk  

by Matthew Klope 

 

 

Photo from www.fws.gov, by Dr. Madeline Kalbach 

   

https://deceptionpassfoundation.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d81a3c45d461206564b38836e&id=3ba3e567f4&e=e30b5dc5e7


I would like everyone to say hello to one of the smallest 

mammals in the park, the Townsend chipmunk, also known 

as Eutamias townsendii.  It it one of 11 species of Chipmunks 

found in the Pacific states of which some are so similar you 

have to rely on their geographical and ecological distribution 

to positively identify them.  This little campground robber is 

about 9 inches long and has black and white strips through 

the face and along each side of its body.  The tail has a 

whitish edge which is very apparent.  Its home includes the 

forest floor and the Douglas fir and Hemlock trees - 

especially the dead ones.  During the Winter this chipmunk 

hibernates in a nest within the forest floor or inside a large 

abandoned woodpecker hole.  Nests are made up of dead 

leaves and lichens. 

 

So what does out little furry friend eat?  Just about anything 



it can stuff in its furry lined cheek pouches.  But mainly small 

fruits and seeds.  During the Spring and Summer the 

chipmunk will create underground caches of food for the 

occasional waking periods during hibernation and during the 

early Spring when snow might still be covering the ground.   

 

And what eats our little Chipmunk friend - again just about 

everything!  This small mammal is at the bottom of the food 

chain which is why it is so very prolific.  This is why when 

you see it in your campsite it moves in a very jerky stop and 

go fashion.  It is on the constant lookout for predators like 

the Barred owl and the Cooper's hawk.   

 

So next time you see Townsend remember to say hello, take 

its photo and do not feed him human food - it can find plenty 



 

of that on the ground.   

  

 

 
 

 

Trailside Geology  

by Carol Bromel 

   

It’s a bit overwhelming to put 4.5 billion years of geology into 

a few paragraphs so I’ll just start with some basic 

terminology. 

 

The earth is made up of three layers.  The outer layer, called 

the crust, which has two layers, composed of the continental 

crust (20-60 miles thick) and the oceanic crust (2-6 miles 

thick), the mantle and the core. 

 



The continental crust is made up of three types of 

rock:  Igneous, sedimentary and metamorphic. 

 

Igneous: Igneous rock forms when hot, molten rock 

solidifies, below or on the earth’s surface.  Plutonic rock, 

(intrusive) igneous rock such as granite, hardens under the 

earth’s surface. Volcanic (extrusive) igneous rock, frequently 

basalt, hardens on the earth’s surface. Think of the Hawaiian 

volcanoes.  

 

Sedimentary: Sedimentary rock is formed by the erosion of 

preexisting rock and soil, ocean and lake ooze (sediments, 

dead plankton and other dead stuff) and the transportation of 

these particles to a location where they are then compressed 

into sedimentary rocks like sandstone, shale, mudstone or 

breccia.     



  

Metamorphic: Metamorphic rock is formed by the changing 

or altering of a preexisting type of rock into another as a 

reaction to pressure, temperature, or chemical changes. The 

preexisting type of rock could be igneous, sedimentary and 

or another metamorphic rock and the outcome might be 

marble, serpentinite or argillite to name just a few. 

 

                 

 



The Oceanic crust is composed of igneous rocks, basalt and 

gabbro and of sedimentary rock. 

 

So, let’s look around at Fidalgo Island and especially the area 

closest to Deception Pass. Over a timespan of hundreds of 

millions of years, heat rising from the earth’s core caused 

deep materials in the earth to rise, expand, form and move 

the ocean plates and move the continents. This process, 

called Plate tectonics, caused the plates to move at the speed 

fingernails grow. As continents, microcontinents and island 

terranes moved, they collided with the heavier ocean plates 

which subducted beneath the continents. During the collision 

process, material was bulldozed off the ocean crust forming 

hills and mountains such as the Olympics. Heat caused by 

deep subduction and the tectonic forces caused major 

mountain ranges to rise and volcanoes to form which 



through time eroded away. Millions of years later major 

mountain ranges again formed such as volcanoes and the 

core of the Cascade Mountains. 

 

Sometimes, as at Deception Pass and Fidalgo Island some of 

this oceanic crust and overlaying sedimentary rock was 

pushed to the surface and exposed for all to see. 

 

As you wander the trails at Deception Pass take note of the 

rocks and formations that you see. 

 

Beginning near the entry gate to Rosario Beach parking area, 

you’ll see a large rock formation to the left. If you walk closer, 

you’ll see pitons (anchors) and chalk marks from rock 

climbers but you will also see glacial striations (look center 

right about 15’up.) Glacial striations (scratches) are created 



on a rock surface when rock fragments frozen into the 

bottom of a moving glacier scrape across the stationary rock. 

Likely the last glacier formed the striations around 12,000 

years ago. 

 

                          

 



A little to the right and slightly higher you’ll see an example 

of what are called slickensides.  Slickensides are areas of 

rather smooth rock surfaces where striations were caused by 

one rock mass moving across another rock mass along a 

fault. A fault is a fracture zone in a rock mass along which at 

least one of the rock masses moved along the fracture. 

Faulting caused the slickensides millions of years ago. (a bit 

hard to see in the photo but match up the specific area and 

you can see the lines). 

 



                          

 

Continue into the Rosario Beach area and head toward the 

tidepools. At the south end of the bay you will see a wall of 

Glacial till: Glacial till is unsorted material deposited by a 

glacier. It includes microscopic size clay particles, visible 

size silt and sand pebbles, gravel, cobble (rocks 2.5inches to 



10” in diameter) and boulders (rocks larger than 10inches in 

diameter). 

 

                           

 

As you walked along the beach you crossed the main fault 

line and collision zone between the Lopez Terrane and the 



Decatur Terrane (aka Fidalgo Complex). A terrane is a 

segment of the earth’s crust that has different rock types 

than the surrounding crust and are moved by plate tectonics.  

 

If you head back to the higher ground and the story pole take 

the trail to the right, keep right and head out onto the rocky 

area. What you’ll be walking on is called Ribbon Chert: 

Ribbon Chert is rock composed of dark layers of softer shale 

and lighter layers of chert. The chert is made up of billions of 

microscopic fossils. The fossils are composed of the silica 

exoskeletons of a single cell plankton, called Radiolaria. 

When these layers eventually harden into rock and the rock is 

carried on a tectonic plate they may collide with the edge of a 

continent. This slow collision bent, folded and pushed the 

layers as you see here. 

 



                           

 

Deception Pass State Park and Fidalgo Island have many 

geological stories to tell. Look around and see what you can 

discover.  

 

References: The Geology of Fidalgo and Guemes Island, 



 

Terry Slotemaker, Anacortes Museum revised 2016 

 

Encyclopedia Britannica online Geology 

 

Thanks to Terry Slotemaker and Scott Peterson for the field 

trip to Rosario Beach, identifying rocks and furthering my 

understanding and Jon Peterson. 

  

 

Keep reading for more opportunities in the Park and at 

local events!  

 

 
 

 

Want to bring your class to Deception Pass 

State Park? 

   

http://
http://


 

If interested in visiting Deception Pass State Park for a class 

field trip please call or contact Joy Kacoroski at (360) 675-

3767 

 

                    

 

 
 

 

Friends of Skagit Beaches 15th Annual Winter 

Lecture Series 



  

 

 

Please join us for the first lecture of our 15th year of Friends 



of Skagit Beaches Winter Lecture Series!  Our first will be 

“Blue Legacy: Vanishing Glaciers in Washington’s National 

Parks”. Dr. Jon Riedel, Park Geologist, North Cascades 

National Park will take us on a journey deep into the past to 

observe the steady dance between glaciers and climate. He 

will focus on glacial changes in the past century and the 

implications for the water supply in Skagit Valley, Puget 

Sound’s largest watershed. 

 

Friday, Jan. 17, 2020. 

7:00pm – 8:30pm. 

Northwest Ed. Services District Bldg., 1601 R Ave., 

Anacortes, WA.   Sponsored by Friends of Skagit Beaches. 

 

Lectures are free and open to all ages. (Donations are 

welcome).   



 

 

For more information about this and other upcoming Lecture 

Series topics please visit www.skagitbeaches.org                

 

 
 

 

Don't miss State Park 

Free Days! 

   

Washington State Parks has announced 

the following free days, when the 

Discover Pass will not be required to visit 

a state park in 2020.  

             

            Jan. 20 — Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 

            March 19 — State Park’s 107th 

birthday 

            April 11— Spring day 

https://deceptionpassfoundation.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d81a3c45d461206564b38836e&id=d83e7f58c0&e=e30b5dc5e7


            April 22 — Earth Day 

            June 6 — National Trails Day 

            June 7 — Fishing Day 

            June 13 — National Get Outdoors Day 

            Aug. 25 — National Park Service 

            Sept. 26 — National Public Lands Day 

            Nov. 11 — Veterans Day 

            Nov. 27 — Autumn day 

 

Please note, free days apply only to day 

use (not overnight stays or rented 

facilities), A Discover Pass will still be 

required on these days to access lands 

managed by the Washington State 

Department of Natural Resources adn the 

Washington Department of Fish and 

Wildlife.  



 

 

Keep reading about how you can help DPPF!  

 

 
 

  

Winter Volunteering in 

the Park 

 

Have you ever considered volunteering at 

http://


Deception Pass State Park ?  There are a 

variety of ways that you can be involved, 

here are just a few: 

 

*Build Picnic Tables: On February 5, 

2020, the maintenance staff will be 

providing a class on the proper way to 

build one of the CCC style wooden picnic 

tables.  The goal is to build 18 of these 

tables, Wednesdays 1-3 Pm, Feb-April. 

 

*Adopt a Trail: agree to walk a trail every 

couple weeks, look for issues. Also need 

volunteers for trail maintenance projects. 

 

*Beach Naturalist Program: training every 

spring for Rosario tidepool activities, 

which continue all summer, training 

starts in March for 4 weeks. This training 

also covers volunteering in the Discovery 



Center at Rosario. 

 

*Campground Cleanup: Begins 

Wednesdays in February and March. You 

can sign up here to come and help park 

staff get campground ready to re-open 

for spring. 

 

*Clerical help: The foundation needs 

special project help. 

 

*Discovery Center at Rosario/CCC center- 

we need multiple docents/interpreters for 

these centers, reopening in the spring. 

 

*Fun Run:  Swing the Gates 5K, 

organizing now for March 29th event 

  

*Fishing Derby: April 18th at Cranberry 

Lake 

https://deceptionpassfoundation.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d81a3c45d461206564b38836e&id=808ee9c653&e=e30b5dc5e7


Garden/Landscape projects- some areas 

need a winter cleanup. 

 

*Kiosk Staffing: we would like volunteers 

to help staff additional days at this small 

info center in parking lot on south side of 

the bridge. Volunteer at campground 

store. 

 

*Photography: we need a talented 

photographer for media posts or park 

events. 

 

*State of the Park presentation: January 

26th, 5 Pm, Walla Walla campus at 

Rosario. Come help and hear about this 

year’s exciting plans for the park. 

 

*Special Events:  Annual First Day hike, 

Amphitheater programs, Interpretive 



walks, merchandise sales at events. 

 

24 hours of volunteering qualifies you for 

a free Discover Pass 

 

 

Contact us for more information (and 

please put volunteer in the subject line): 

Deceptionpassfoundation@gmail.com 

 

Or visit our website for 

more!  deceptionpassfoundation.org  

https://deceptionpassfoundation.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d81a3c45d461206564b38836e&id=89f6c8a2f0&e=e30b5dc5e7
https://deceptionpassfoundation.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d81a3c45d461206564b38836e&id=7c54443145&e=e30b5dc5e7


 

 

 
 

   

 

 

Follow us on Facebook!  

 

 

 

 

Learn more on our website!  
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