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Dear Friends,

When I was younger, one of the best date nights was to climb the ladder up
to Lighthouse Point with a bottle of cheap wine to enjoy the view and a few
smooches under the stars. We always managed to forget a corkscrew and
spent the first 15 minutes pushing the cork into the bottle until the wine
splattered out the top. I think about that old ladder at Lighthouse Point
often, and I wonder if anyone else misses it like I do.
In 2022, we learned a lot about the kind of deep and meaningful memories
we all have here at Deception Pass State Park. We heard stories from over
200 people who volunteered to help during our celebrations for the Park’s
100th birthday. Some remember learning to swim for the first time in
Cranberry Lake, some have camped here annually since childhood, others
remember first kisses, and marriages. I didn’t hear of any births, but I can
only imagine some of the walls in the Ranger houses have heard the giggles
of newborn babies.
We all have these magical experiences in Deception Pass that inspire us to
volunteer and keep this place vibrant for future generations. A park with a
century of magical memories deserved nothing less.
This annual report is the summary of the hard work that volunteers, donors,
local businesses, and amazing staff contributed this past year. With
everyone's support, the Foundation was able to celebrate in grand style with
17 events including our first annual race, a grueling restoration project, a
moment to remember the past Park Managers, a tour of American music's
roots, culminating in the revival of a traditional community picnic older
than the Park.
I hope you enjoyed these wonderful programs as much as I have and that
you join us to continue this legacy for the next 100 years.

MISSION
The Deception Pass Park Foundation's mission is to provide financial and volunteer
support to Deception Pass State Park for the purpose of promoting education and
preserving the Park's natural , cultural, recreational, and historical resources.
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2022 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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NEW INCOMING PRESIDENT
Back in 2020, Terica Ginther became president of the
Deception Pass Park Foundation. She led the
Foundation through many successes and a jam
packed celebration fit for a 100 year old state park. In
2023, we will welcome new president, Emily Gilbert.

2022 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Emily joined the Foundation in June 2021. She has
spent every summer in a small cabin down the road
from Deception Pass State Park, and it has been a
major influence on her life. Now she operates a kettle
corn and ice cream business called Sister Sister Snack
Co. at West Beach in the summer – the perfect office.

TERICA GINTHER
President

CAROL BROMEL
Vice President

ALICIA VERTEFEUILLE
Secretary

She has a background in communications. When she
is not working, Emily can usually be found on or near
the water. Her favorite place in the Park is Rosario
Head because of the short walk to a panoramic view.

CATHY ROCKWELL
Treasurer

We're excited to see the future of the Foundation
under Emily's leadership.

NEW DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR

DAVE MEYERS
Education Coordinator

DAWN GLAVICK
Volunteer Coordinator

MARY JANE FELLER
Director

JASON ARMSTRONG
Park Manager - Ex Officio

Some of you may have met one of last year’s
AmeriCorps Interpretive Naturalists, Corinne, during
our Swing the Gates race, at her Junior Ranger
program about superhero barnacles, or filming
underwater for a field trip.
She loved her experience working with the Park and
living in the Deception Pass area so much that she
was eager to stay. So we are excited to announce that
Corinne has joined the Deception Pass Park
Foundation as our full time Development Director.

EMILY GILBERT
Director

ABDIEL RAMIREZ
Director

MEGAN SCHORR
Director

She’s ready to help take this amazing non-profit to
the next level and see what exciting things are in
store for the future.

100 YEAR
CELEBRATION
How do you celebrate the 100th birthday of anything, let alone one of Washington's most
visited state parks? That was the monumental challenge the Deception Pass Park
Foundation undertook over a year ago. Its solution: spread the celebration throughout
the year culminating in the revival of a tradition older than the Park itself.

Photo Credit: Michael Shroyer
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100 YEAR CELEBRATION

GOOSE ROCK
CHALLENGE

Photo credit: Michael Shroyer

SWING THE GATES RACE

Over 100 intrepid volunteers, across two
events, joined staff to hand carry over 400
fence rails 484 feet to the top of Goose
Rock and then constructed the fencing
protecting the delicate wildflower fields.
When thinking about celebrating the past 100 years,
the Foundation also thought about projects to make
a positive impact on the next 100 years.

To symbolically "swing the gates" open for
the Park's 100th birthday celebration, three
hundred runners, walkers, and K-9
companions set off on either a 5K race, 5K
family fun run, or a unique 10K team
scavenger hunt along the trails!
Swing the Gates has been in the works since early
2020 when it was unfortunately canceled due to the
pandemic. However, it was the perfect way to
commence the 100th season.
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THE INAUGURAL RACE SOLD OUT!

300 35
PARTICIPANTS

SCAVENGER
HUNT TEAMS

Atop Goose Rock, they found the perfect project to
tackle for this momentous year. Goose Rock is a spot
known for its panoramic views as the highest point
on Whidbey Island. It is also home to a delicate
ecosystem of wildflowers formed over thousands of
years, left unprotected from trampling.
That changed thanks to the patronage of Byron
Skubi, M.D and Jane Mays, M.D. (pictured below
with their commemorative plaque) as well as our
amazing community of volunteers.

EACH FENCE RAIL WAS HAND CARRIED

0.8 484

MILES OF TRAIL

FEET OF ELEVATION

13.4x
NUMBER OF TIMES OUR VOLUNTEERS
COULD HAVE SUMMITED MOUNT RAINIER

In this sold-out event, one hundred people set off
along 10K of trails with over 1,200ft of elevation gain
to complete challenges and uncover their route as
they went. The other two hundred completed either a
5K competitive race or 5K family fun run along the
edge of Cranberry Lake and through the Cranberry
Lake Campground.
If you missed your chance, keep an eye out, the 2023
race will swing the gates on Saturday, March 25.
Registration opens soon!
Photo credit: Michael Shroyer

Photo credit: Nathan Anderson
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100 YEAR CELEBRATION

AMERICAN ROOTS
CONCERT SERIES
Concert regulars know to arrive at least 30
minutes early if they want a seat at the
beloved American Roots Concert Series.
This year was no different with over 3,100
people joining us throughout the summer.
Each week, over 350 visitors, old and new, attend
these free concerts celebrating America’s wide
variety of musical traditions. As an important part of
the community, the Foundation wanted to
incorporate the concert series into the centennial
celebration.
The concerts span a variety of genres. This year's
lineup included Latin/Japanese fusion, Brazilian,
Jazz, Blues, Bluegrass, Caribbean steel pan, maritime
heritage, Celtic, and traditional mariachi.

PAST PARK
MANAGER
DEDICATION
No celebration of the past 100 years could
be complete without honoring the leaders
who made it possible.
In April, the Foundation unveiled a new permanent
installation at the admin office to honor the park
managers responsible for shaping the past 100 years.
The new piece includes a handcrafted wraparound
bench and sign listing the Park's current and former
leaders.

Thanks to sponsorship from Coldwell Banker 360
Team, the 2022 concert series could continue
through August for this centennial year!

The event was attended by previous park managers,
surviving family, and their friends, with addresses by
Jon Crimmins, the Northwest Region Manager of
Washington State Parks, and Rick Mossman,
President Elect of the National Association of Park
Rangers.
We’re so thankful to Austin Taylor for designing,
Breedt R&D Skagit for providing the metal and
water jet cutting, and our maintenance team for
assembling the commemorative installation.

3,166 8
PARTICIPANTS

CONCERTS
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COMMUNITY
PICNIC IN THE
PARK

BEER GARDEN

11 $8,950

LOCAL
BREWERIES

2022 Community Picnic in the Park
Photo credit: Michael Shroyer

AMOUNT RAISED

Photo credit: Michael Shroyer

BEER GARDEN
In 1919, the Island County Farm Bureau
created a space for people of different
communities to come together for a day of
fun and camaraderie. This "Inter-Island
Picnic" became so popular that the State
chose the 1922 picnic as the event to
dedicate the land as a state park.
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With live music, entertainment, food, and local
vendors, this year's community picnic was in much
the same spirit as the original picnics. Families
spread with chairs and picnic blankets in the grass of
East Cranberry watching as musicians, a juggler, and
even Washington State Parks' mascot – Bagley the
Beaver – entertained throughout the day.

To bring the picnic tradition into the 21st century, an
amazing cohort of 11 local Washington breweries
joined forces to create a beer garden fit for an entire
beer festival. Each brewery donated custom brews
styled in the theme of Deception Pass. Throughout
the event, the beer garden was always a party.

VINTAGE CAR AND RV SHOW

89

56

VINTAGE CARS

VINTAGE RVs

1,097
INTERPRETIVE BOOTH VISITORS

Photo credit: Elaine's Photo Studio

VINTAGE CAR AND RV SHOW

"Inter-Island Picnic" at Cranberry Lake; Archive: 25-0-2012-2-1b

As a nod to the camping and road trips of the past
century, nearly 150 vintage RVs and classic cars lined
the Cranberry Lake Campground. Walking through
the campground felt like taking a time machine back
through the past century. You could easily envision a
time when these vehicles were not vintage and could
be found cruising across Deception Pass.

VOLUNTEERS

114

372

VOLUNTEERS

HOURS VOLUNTEERED
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100 YEAR CELEBRATION
CORPORATE SPONSORS
2022 PARK PATRON
The Shrimp Shack is an iconic family owned business
synonymous with Deception Pass. As the 2022 Park
Patron, The Shrimp Shack has agreed to offer
significant support to the Foundation's programs this
year, including beautification, concert series, and
100th Anniversary Celebrations, in addition to
making a large monetary donation to the
Foundation.
"It means so much to us to make this commitment to
support Deception Pass State Park this year. It's part of
our family history. We have years of memories saved up
in that park, and it makes total sense that we would
help take care of it when it turns 100."
Ryan Haines, Owner

100 YEAR CELEBRATION GRAND SPONSOR

In order to celebrate the Park's 100th birthday in
grand style, the Foundation needed to find a Grand
Sponsor willing to donate to make these events
possible. The Foundation is lucky to have found
support from local Subaru retailer: Dwayne Lane's
Skagit Subaru.

They went above and beyond their role. Not only did
they give significant financial contributions to the
events, they also showed up in person to a number of
events to provide support. At the race, they
welcomed runners across the finish line with
refreshments. They also worked with the
Foundation's Beautification Team for a special Earth
Day planting party. With their team's work, the
Park's entrance was beautifully transformed and
worthy of a 100th birthday celebration.

192 Brewing

Chuckanut Brewery

District Brewing Co.

Farmstrong Brewing Co.

Flyers Restaurant and Brewery

La Conner Brewing Co.

North Sound Brewing Co.

Penn Cove Brewing Co.

Wicked Teuton Brewing Co.
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EDUCATION
The Foundation's mission focuses heavily on education as a key method for encouraging
the public to engage with and care for our public lands. Much of our work each year is to
support the amazing education initiatives put forth by the interpretive staff. This past
year, they were able to reach more people than ever throughout the year with a wide
variety of programs old and new.
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INTERPRETIVE
PROGRAM

AMERICORPS

56,208
VISITORS AND STUDENTS

CURRICULUM-BASED PROGRAMMING
Photo credit: Michael Shroyer

MEET JOY KACOROSKI
Interpretive Specialist 2
Joy joined Deception Pass State Park in
2019 and grew the program exponentially
despite a myriad of unusual years.
With the consistency of a single program
leader and Joy's extensive background in
environmental education, she grew the
program reach from 12,641 people in
2018 to this year's 56,208 (a nearly 350%
increase). This is partially from
increasing summer program offerings
from only two days a week to a wide
variety of programs every single day.
She also increased the curriculum
offerings significantly from a single inperson tidepool field trip. Her team now
offers multiple field trips, an inclassroom experience, and has set the
standard for virtual field trips in the
agency.

A Centennial Celebration would be
incomplete without the interpretive staff
expertly connecting visitors to the past 100
years. We are fortunate to support a hard
working, innovative crew under the
expertise and leadership of Interpretive
Specialist 2, Joy Kacoroski.
Programming within the interpretive department
includes curriculum-based programming, informal
interpretation, and formal interpretive talks and
walks. Each of these categories include a number of
different programs to reach a wide variety of
audiences.
To accommodate this busy centennial year, the
interpretive outreach needed to be bigger than
previous years. The Foundation supported this with
the hiring of four AmeriCorps staff and four Beach
Naturalist interns as well as a variety of other
programs to engage volunteers and youth in the
environment.
With this large team, the interpretive department
offered a wider variety of programs than before to
reach 31% more people than the previous year,
which totaled 56,208 visitors and students.

For the past several years, the Foundation has
supported the hiring of one to two AmeriCorps
volunteers to aid in interpretation. With the
ambitious 100 year celebration, the Foundation
contributed $14,000 toward two of the four
AmeriCorps volunteers.
With four amazing AmeriCorps, the interpretive
department was able to reach an even wider
audience than before. Throughout the year, staff was
able to support old favorites as well as test new
programs. This year's offerings included several
guided hikes through the sand dunes, regular bird
walks, and a popular preschool-aged program called
Family in Nature.

3,256 117
PROGRAM PARTICIPANTS

PROGRAMS

FORMAL INTERPRETATION

11,182 214
PROGRAM PARTICIPANTS

PROGRAMS

INFORMAL INTERPRETATION

1,860 40,399
STAFF &
VOLUNTEER HOURS

VISITORS

Read the Annual Report to learn more:
www.deceptionpassFoundation.org/annual-report-2022
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TEEN AMBASSADORS

BEACH NATURALIST INTERNS

ARTIST IN
RESIDENCE

The AIR program was offered in partnership with
Deception Pass State Park and Washington State
Parks and Recreation Commission's Folk &
Traditional Arts Program.

Through our new Artist-in-Residence (AIR)
program, two artists were given the
opportunity to live and create for a month
while surrounded by the natural beauty of
Deception Pass.
To create stronger connections between local youth,
Deception Pass State Park, and its Foundation, two
local teens were selected to be Teen Ambassadors for
2022.

Tens of thousands of people visit the Rosario tide
pools each summer. This is a delicate habitat made
more vulnerable by how easily it can be accessed by
the average visitor.

The chosen ambassadors spent the year learning
about non-profit functions, developing professional
writing and presenting skills, and gaining valuable
connections by working closely with staff, all while
developing a capstone project.

To help provide consistent monitoring and added
educational opportunities, the Foundation supports
in hiring college interns from various Washington
universities. The interns received training on
informal interpretation and tide pool ecosystems,
and they had the opportunity to gain hands-on work
experience in their desired field.

This year's ambassador, Samantha, chose to explore
microplastics found on our beaches. The Foundation
purchased a special microplastics filtration system,
which she used to create her own hands-on
educational opportunity. Visitors at West Beach
could try their hand at sifting for microplastics and
learning about the impact of these plastics on our
ecosystems.

9,092

NINA VICHAYAPAI

Mixed-medium fabric artist

INFORMAL CONTACTS

276

8

INFORMAL CONTACTS

PROGRAMS

551
INTERN HOURS

318

INFORMAL CONTACTS
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All artistic mediums were encouraged to apply, and
the application period was met with much
enthusiasm. For 2022, there were 29 different artists
from across the world vying for a spot.
During their residency, the artists were expected to
do more than just create. They also had obligations
to engage with the public through both formal and
informal programming.

MICHAEL TORKILDSEN
Photographer

WATERCOLOR
WORKSHOP

CAPTURING
VACATION MOMENTS

25
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PROGRAM
PARTICIPANTS

PROGRAM
PARTICIPANTS

VOLUNTEERS
AND PROJECTS
Park staff does an amazing job, but they can't do it alone. We are lucky to have such a
supportive community that comes together to help complete projects big and small. With
the excitement of the 100th birthday, we saw volunteers old and new come together to
ensure the Park's legacy can last into the next 100 years.
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VOLUNTEERS
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BEACH NATURALISTS

DAWN GLAVICK
New Volunteer Coordinator

The Beach Naturalist Volunteer Program was
formally adopted in 2006 along with the designation
of the Rosario tide pools as an active restoration
zone.

Dawn Glavick spent 30 years in Arizona searching for
shade. So, when she and her young family drove
across Deception Pass Bridge 27 years ago, she knew
she was home.

With tens of thousands of visitors, staff could never
monitor the tide pools alone. We are fortunate to
have a devoted network of volunteers monitoring the
tide pools.

Dawn has worked as a marine naturalist and boat
crew member while exploring the Salish Sea with
Deception Pass Tours for ten years. For Dawn, a day
spent outside where the forest meets the sea is
exactly where she wants to be.
She enjoys watercolor painting, kayaking, boating,
stand up paddle boarding, hiking with her two goofy
golden retrievers, writing, and hanging out with her
family. It seems inevitable she would become part of
the Deception Pass Park Foundation.

To learn more or get involved, email Dawn at
volunteer@deceptionpassfoundation.org

14,314

636

INFORMAL CONTACTS

VOLUNTEER HOURS

RORY WALLGREN
Washington State Parks and Recreation Commission's Volunteer of the Year

PARK BEAUTIFICATION

Rory has impeccable character and has created
valuable connections with the visitors and
employees. This year, one of Rory’s main volunteer
duties was to gather, deconstruct, and rebuild many
picnic tables.

There are many areas of the park in need of constant
attention throughout the year. While much of the
area is kept natural, trails need trimming and areas
around the buildings require landscaping.

This may seem like a small task. However, to put this
into perspective, Deception Pass State Park has 375
picnic tables scattered throughout the day use areas
and then another 360 picnic tables in the
campgrounds.
On top of this project, we can rely on Rory for heavy
lifting, hiking the Park's 40 miles of trails to trim
undergrowth, and much more. He epitomizes the
type of volunteer we seek because he treasures
maintaining our natural resources.

Thanks to our Beautification Team, several areas
were given makeovers this year. The admin building,
as well as the main entrance, were both landscaped
with new plants and flowers. Prior to the Community
Picnic in the Park, a crew ensured the area was ready
for a party. Then to close out the season, volunteers
cleaned the campgrounds.
Our 100-year Grand Sponsor, Dwayne Lane's Skagit
Subaru, and local nursery, Mailliard's Landing
Nursery, were especially helpful in giving the main
entrance a makeover fit for the centennial.

From April to September, when the tides are
traditionally low at Rosario, our Beach Naturalists
are out in force. Volunteers not only protect the tide
pools; they also assist with field trips and provide
informal interpretation to help visitors understand
the importance of protecting this area.
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VOLUNTEERS

THE LAKE
STORE

ADOPT-A-BENCH
Back in 2012, a local Boy Scout troop constructed 34
brand new benches for the North Beach
amphitheater. This allowed over 250 at a time to
enjoy programs.
Ten years later the benches were ready to be replaced
and the amphitheater was in need of more seating.
Some of the programs, like the American Roots
concerts, often see over 350 people in attendance.
With an older audience, benches with back rests were
also requested.

Located in the heart of the Park at the
entrance of Cranberry Lake Campground,
the Lake Store is the best place to get
Deception Pass merchandise.
Thanks to the savvy work of Foundation board
members - Carol Bromel and Mary Jane Feller - the
Lake Store has seen incredible growth this year. Sales
increased by over $91,000 from the previous year.

Thanks to donations from the community, new
benches - including back rests - were constructed
with custom plaques per each donor's specifications.
These new benches are thoroughly appreciated by
the public.

This boost in sales was helped by expanding the
store's retail space. Thanks to a donation by Frontier
Building Supply and construction from the
maintenance team, the store more than doubled our
previous retail space. This allowed the store to
support a wider variety of products and provide
visitors a better shopping experience.

A few benches still need to be sponsored. To learn
more, email info@deceptionpassfoundation.org

GOOSE ROCK CHALLENGE
Through thousands of years of erosion and rainfall,
Goose Rock - the highest point on Whidbey Island has formed beautiful wildflower meadows. However,
these fields can be destroyed with just a few
misplaced footsteps. With the amazing view atop
Goose Rock, people often forget to watch their step.

97 384

VOLUNTEERS

TOTAL HOURS
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Thanks to a generous donation by Byron Skubi, MD
and Jane Mays, MD, the Foundation was able to
purchase over 500 split fence rails to create a barrier
between visitors and the wildflower fields.
With the steepness of the terrain, the fence rails
needed to be hand carried to the top, a job much too
large for staff to handle alone. Thanks to our nearly
100 volunteers over several events, the fence was
completed.

None of these sales would have been possible if not
for the incredible team of sales associates. Thank you
to Alora Van Auken, Eli Grous, Elizabeth Ince,
Isadora White, Jessica Turner, Miles Davidson, Rayne
Smith, and Samantha Zenger.

BRIDGE KIOSK
Over 270,000 people stop in the parking lot on the
south end of the Deception Pass Bridge. Inside this
lot is a kiosk co-managed with Deception Pass Tours.
This year, to increase our retail presence, the Lake
Store built a wall display at the Bridge Kiosk. While
they stocked limited merchandise, they still brought
in 11.5% of this year's sales.

Photo credit: Carol Bromel

$287,071
GROSS SALES

11.5%
SALES FROM BRIDGE KIOSK

9,188
FIREWOOD BUNDLES SOLD

7,367
ICE CREAM SOLD
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VOLUNTEERS

THANK YOU
PARK STAFF!
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fun and safe experience for our 300 runners.
Speaking of safety, Ranger Dave Bowen did an
amazing job with creating safety plans for various
events and being on site to respond to any medical
concerns during our Swing the Gates Race. He was
also always on hand to support beautification and
volunteer events.
A example of a ranger creating great experiences for
the visitors as well as supporting our Lake Store staff
is Ranger Jim Aggergaard. This past summer he spent
countless hours manning the "Creature Corner" table
outside the Lake Store, educating visitors and
answering questions about the area.

Left to right: Raven Blahnik, Daniel Webster, Pablo Closson, Zeke Hocking,
Bagley Beaver, Cameron Olson, Dina Reynolds, and Eli Grous.

PARK RANGERS
Rangers are possibly the most iconic workers in the
park system. They stay busy during the days (and
sometimes nights) keeping our parks safe and well
maintained.
While a large portion of their job might include
protection and law enforcement, the Rangers at
Deception Pass don't hesitate to branch out and
assist when other jobs need to be done. The
Foundation wants to thank each ranger individually
for the integral parts they played in making this past
year a success.

We could always count on Ranger Raven Blahnik to
be at our events. Whether on duty, or coming in on
her off day to compete in the 10K scavenger hunt at
Swing the Gates. She's been a great supporter of the
Foundation's projects.
Finally, the newest member of the Deception Pass
team, Ranger Aerial Williams hit the ground running
with a busy year, always asking, "how can I help?"
We will deeply miss Ranger Truly McCone next year,
but wish her luck in Hawaii. She was a great help
with onboarding our AmeriCorps and Beach
Naturalist volunteers by providing a ranger's
perspective and building connections between
volunteers and staff.

YOUR AREA MANAGER:
JASON ARMSTRONG
Without the support and big sky thinking of Area
Manager Jason Armstrong, Deception Pass State Park
would not be as vibrant as it is today. The Park has
had many amazing managers, and Jason is no
exception.
Rather than coming from the typical background of
park ranger, Jason came to manage the park from a
career with Washington State Patrol. However, he
has shown that an outsider's perspective can often be
a good thing.
Here is just a sample of the projects he's been able to
spearhead in his few years here:
Re-opened Rosario for year-round use
Replaced the Cornet Bay Marina moorage docks
and Cranberry Lake Dock
Upgraded swim floats for the swim beaches
Added 3 new concessioners
Started the memorial picnic table program,
which has created 46 picnic tables to date and
given families beautiful memorials in scenic
locations for their loved ones
Fully funded a full-time Interpretive Specialist 2
position who grew outreach by 340%

Thanks to the leadership of Ranger Nathan
Anderson, we had amazing support from all staff
members throughout this season. He ensured we
always had appropriate staff coverage for events and
created a great environment for our attendees.
With past experience in race planning, Ranger Bryce
Watkinson helped guide the logistics of Swing the
Gates and joined us the day of the race to ensure a

Ranger Jim Aggergaard in front of his Creature Corner interpretive table.

Photo credit: Michael Shroyer
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Completed the much needed remodel of the
Quarry Pond Campground Bathroom
Replaced the North Beach boardwalk and
installed multiple foot bridges on various trails
Executed many capital improvement projects,
such as remodeling 5 ranger houses, re-roofing
many picnic shelters, replacing over 200 fire
rings and BBQ braziers, updating a variety of
interpretive panels
Facilitated the operation of a nature preschool
within the Park, Fidalgo Nature School
Advocated to increase staffing to meet the
demands of operating Washington's most visited
state park resulting in 8 new field staff
Oversaw the park's involvement in the
restoration of the Deception Pass Bridge
Submitted multiple state and nationwide award
entries to recognize the outstanding work of
volunteers and employees
Most importantly for the Foundation, Jason has
encouraged our projects and worked closely with us
to ensure we're all working collectively to preserve
the area and create the best visitor experience.
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VOLUNTEERS

PARK AIDES

MAINTENANCE TEAM

You might meet them while checking in for your
campsite or buying a Discover Pass. You might spy
them from a distance as they clear downed trees off
the trails. Maybe you catch them at the end of a long
day cleaning the bathrooms, or perhaps, you might
not even notice them at all!

Another often unnoticed group of employees is the
maintenance team, often even more elusive than our
park aides. They work almost entirely behind the
scenes to create the best visitor experience possible.

Whether you’ve spotted the ubiquitous green polo
shirts, or not, you’ve benefited from our park aides’
amazing work this summer.
Thank you to senior park aides: Jessica Cull, Ezekiel
"Zeke" Hocking, and Jeri Lancaster; field park aides:
Wesley "Wes" Bone, Pablo Closson, Richard "Ray"
Dearth, Olivia Flack, Taylor Gomez, Bryan Kelley,
Jacob "Jake" Newman, Brian Nylund, Cameron Olson,
Emily Panteleef, Dina Reynolds, and Zack Scott; and
booth park aides: Josette Cherry, Suzanne DePonte,
Eli Grous, and Anna Zywica.

With their hard work, there are over 200 new fire
rings and BBQ braziers, nearly 50 new, hand-crafted
memorial picnic tables were built, and new
amphitheater benches with back rests were
constructed to complement the amphitheater they
built in 2019. They also improved the quality of life
for staff living in the park by restoring 5 housing
complexes and a wide variety of other buildings.
These are just a small fraction of the deferred
maintenance the team accomplished recently.
Thank you to Mark Lunz, Wayne Harris, Marvin
Wold, and Daniel Goodin for ensuring this park
remains beautiful and in working order.

MARK LUNZ LEGACY AWARD
To honor the employees who leave a lasting legacy at
Deception Pass State Park, the Foundation created
the Mark Lunz Legacy Award. Named after
Construction and Maintenance Supervisor, Mark
Lunz, for someone who has greatly improved the
Park for nearly 25 years.

To honor his rare competence, skill, and expertise,
the Foundation created the award in Mark's honor.
Each year we will work in partnership with Mark to
select the next worthy recipient.

GET INVOLVED

Under Mark's leadership, the Park has never looked
better. The maintenance team successes of over 200
new cooking areas, 50 new picnic tables, renovated
amphitheater area, and restored buildings are all, in
part, due to his management.
Like all staff, the maintenance team works on a tight
budget, and Mark has figured out how to do what
needs to be done in spite of it.

Mark Lunz receiving the first Mark Lunz Legacy award
from Foundation President, Terica Ginther.

There are a multitude of ways to support the future of Deception Pass State Park
whether by volunteering, private donation, or corporate sponsorship. We have many
exciting opportunities open for all ages and abilities.
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GET INVOLVED
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TAX
DEDUCTIBLE
GIVING

ANNUAL FUND

BENCHES AND PICNIC TABLES

Help us continue to create lasting memories for our
visitors by donating to our Annual Fund. These tax
deductible donations are a great way to support a
wide variety of worthy causes.

Do you or a loved one have a special spot in the
Park? Consider adopting a bench or picnic table to
celebrate that special location or special someone.

Some of the areas our Annual Fund supports include
restoration
and
beautification,
facility
improvements, employee morale, interpretive
programming, community events, and youth
engagement.
Many of the accomplishments throughout this report
were made possible by the donations to this fund,
such as our Teen Ambassador Program that creates
leadership opportunities for our local teens. This
fund also allows the ability to offer free public
programming throughout the year, including
programming 7 days a week throughout the Summer.

Giving financially is one of the best ways to
support your favorite state park. We help
fund resource protection, education
programs, and revitalization efforts. In the
days of shrinking park budgets, gifts such
as yours help to keep our treasured
Deception Pass open and available for
future generations.
There are many different ways to make a difference
both through general donations as well as by
supporting specific projects. Donations are tax
deductible and will benefit you in return.
This past year, we've accomplished a great deal. As
we head into 2023, we have big plans for capital
improvements, beautification, community events,
new programs, and the expansion of our Board of
Directors.
Read more about the different ways to support
financially, or learn more by contacting
info@deceptionpassfoundation.org
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With your support in 2021, the Annual Fund grew
29% from the previous year. With this growth, the
Foundation provided even more opportunities for
community connections. We hope you join us to
continue this growth into the next 100 years.

There are several bench and table options for
sponsorship and each piece is handmade and comes
with a custom plaque of your design.
Metal and Wood Picnic Table: $750
Dimensional Lumber Picnic Table: $1,500
Milled Lumber Picnic Table: $2,500
Made from trees that fell in the area.
Large Milled Lumber Table: $5,000
Made from trees that fell in the area. Only two left!
Amphitheater Bench: $1,000

ENDOWMENT FUND
Contributing to our endowment fund allows you to
provide continued support to Deception Pass Park
Foundation and leave a lasting legacy. Feel assured
that your gift will be used to preserve this beautiful
land for future generations.
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VOLUNTEERING
Volunteering is fun, rewarding, and free.
We have a variety of tasks for all abilities
including
beautification,
education
program support, Lake Store support, or
even guiding the future of this Foundation.
Some ongoing projects looking for new team
members include:
Ice Cream
Each year, the Lake Store serves over 7,300 delicious
ice creams to visitors. It would not be possible
without generous volunteer support.
Unfortunately, Liz Husby is retiring as our "Ice
Cream Queen" and we are looking for a new member
of ice cream royalty to either pick up ice cream
supplies weekly, or sponsor our ice cream budget for
the season.

The Lake Store
Help prepare new items for sale by sorting and
tagging product for everyone's favorite location to
pick up Deception Pass merchandise.
Trail, Gardening, and Landscaping Projects
There are many areas in need of constant attention
especially in the spring. Come dig in the dirt with us!
Special Events
Periodically, the Foundation hosts events, such as
our annual Swing the Gates race, and we need your
help to ensure these events are possible.
Beach Naturalists
Help protect the Rosario tide pools and provide
informal interpretation to the public.

To get involved, contact us at
volunteer@deceptionpassfoundation.org

JOIN OUR BOARD
There are big plans on the horizon for this
Foundation and Deception Pass State Park. So,
we are expanding the board to include more
individuals who have strong connections with
the area to help us in this next endeavor.
We'd especially love to hear from individuals
with
previous
experience
in
capital
improvements, marketing and merchandising,

CORPORATE PARTNERS
2023 PARK PATRON

FRIENDS OF THE PARK

$7,500

$125

Offer significant support to the Foundation's
programs including beautification, restoration, the
concert series, and community outreach.

Each year over 270,000 cars stop at the parking lot
south of the Deception Pass Bridge. As a business
sponsor, you can add your brochure to our bridge
kiosk for only $125 per year.

AMERICAN ROOTS CONCERT

RACE SPONSORSHIP

$3,500
or working with long-term donors. However,
this board is open to anyone who loves
Deception Pass State Park and wants to help
support its future growth.
We will be conducting interviews soon for
interested individuals. Email us to learn
more, or submit your name at
info@deceptionpassfoundation.org.

Each Saturday, from July through August, our local
community flocks to the American Roots Concert
series. Nearly 400 people come to each concert. Local
company sponsorship is necessary to support the
four August concerts.

In its first year, the Swing the Gates race sold out!
Help us make the 2023 race bigger and better by
becoming a corporate donor and receive digital and
in-person event recognition. There are several tiers
of sponsorship available.

To learn more or to become a corporate partner, please email
info@deceptionpassfoundation.org.

THANK YOU
The Deception Pass Park Foundation is incredibly grateful for the many people,
companies, and organizations who supported us this past year. Your contributions are
instrumental in ensuring this area remains a public space for all people for the next 100
years and beyond.
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CORPORATE PARTNERS
Thank you so much to our corporate partner community for supporting us in 2022. This year
especially, the Foundation is thankful to have partners who gave substantially to our programs.

$10,000+
Dwayne Lane's Skagit Subaru

MAJOR DONORS
Theresa Ackley-Ayers
James Andersen
Thmoas & Katherine Baker
Lisa & Anton Benes
Lisa Benes
Rebecca Berg
Carol Bromel
Alicia Burki
Debbie Calandri
Robert, Cherie, & Kira Clausen
Glenda & Tom Deahl
John Floberg
Terica Ginther
Gayle C. Glass
Ann & William Goetz
Laura Hann
Ryan Haug
Laura Haun
Ryan Hedum

Susanne Holmes
Lucie Johns
Larry & Deborah Johnstone
Regina Kastler
Don Kenney
Jeff Kessler
Ben Kierulff
Richard & Carol Klinnert
Lisa LaRocque
Lois Lewis
Victoria
Dave Myers
Diane Reardon & Eula Palmer
Janice Racicky
Richard & Shirley Roullard
Randy Sherwood
Mark Van Der Boll
Wallgren Family

We are grateful to all our donors. Every effort was made to ensure our list of major gifts received between October 1,
2021 to October 1, 2022 are accurate and complete.
Contact us at info@deceptionpassfoundation.org if a name has been omitted or otherwise improperly entered, and we
will correct our records.

$7,500 - $9,999
The Shrimp Shack of Anacortes
$2,500 - $7,499
Coldwell Banker 360 Team
Deception Pass Tours
Two Beers Brewing Company
Up to $2,500
3 Sisters Farms
Action RV
Anacortes Brewery
Anacortes Kayak Tours
Anacortes Museum
Baird Financial Mount Vernon
Basket Works NW by Reggie
Bob's Chowder Bar & BBQ Salmon
Candlewood Suites Washington
Craft Stove
Deception Pass Golf Center
Fairhaven Runners & Walkers
Flooring Connections, Inc.
Fidalgo Artisan Yarn & Clothing
Island Adventures Whale Watching

Island Hospital
Janicki Industries
John L. Scott Anacortes Real Estate
Les Schwab Tire Center Anacortes
Les Schwab Tire Center Oak Harbor
NAPA Auto Parts
O'Reilly Auto Parts
Pacific Mammal Research
Restoration 1
Skagit Tradition Realty
Skagit Valley Food Co-op
Touch of Dutch
Tradewinds Insurance
Whidbey Island Distillery
Visit Skagit Valley

In-Kind Donations
192 Brewing, Anacortes Brewery, Birch Equipment, Chuckanut Brewery, District Brewing Company
Farmstrong Brewing Company, Flyers Restaurant and Brewery, Haggen Food & Pharmacy, LaConner Brewing
Company, North Sound Brewing Company, Penn Cove Brewing Company, Starbucks Oak Harbor
Two Beers Brewing Company, Wicked Teuton Brewing Company

Have any questions about the report?
info@deceptionpassfoundation.org
Looking to get involved?
volunteer@deceptionpassfoundation.org
Looking to donate?
www.deceptionpassfoundation.org/donate
info@deceptionpassfoundation.org

Deception Pass Park Foundation
41020 State Route 20
Oak Harbor, WA 98277
+1 (360) 499-3995

www.deceptionpassFoundation.org

