
 

State of the State Park 
I have the privilege of giving the 

lunchtime talk at the Oak Harbor 
Chamber of Commerce this month, 
on May 16 at the Whidbey Island 
Golf Club. 

I will share the State of the State 
Park, updated for the latest state 
budget news as it relates to our De-
ception Pass State Park. 

The Deception Pass Foundation 
and the Chamber will also assist me 
in using this opportunity to provide 
the inaugural kickoff for our August 
3 celebration. 

We will share more with Current 
readers and Facebook followers the 
day after. 
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Hope Restored 
Little by little. Year by year. One at a time, but faster than the Scotch 

broom can recover. 
That’s how progress is being made at Hope Island, as a hard-working 

crew of volunteers cut, chopped, pulled, sawed or just grabbed the plants and 
got them out of the ground any way that they could this past Saturday. 

This year we had fifteen in all on a most fabulous and memorable day. 
The boat ride out 

and back is worth the 
price of the ticket 
(which is free, of 
course). But then the 
hike through an old 
growth forest that 
almost instantly 
changes to a dry, xeric 
salal and juniper envi-
ronment is a bonus. 
But then stepping out 
into the south 
meadow of Hope Is-
land always takes my 
breath away and gives it 
back with renewed in-
spiration to see a sym-
phony of wildflowers in 
bloom where there once was a forest of Scotch broom. 

And to have the sun warming the meadows, sparkling off the waters of 
Skagit Bay, silhouetted by camas and death camas, sea blush and lomatia, 
makes this a great place to be marooned for a couple hours. 

Even more inspiring is to see the difference from year to year. The flow-
ers and grasses in the meadow are thriving where they once struggled to even 
survive. The vista as you first step into the meadow used to be of straggly 
broom. Now it is a colorful palette of pink and cream and yellow and purple 
and grass green, dropping down to the blues of the water below and the dark 
greens of the islands beyond. 

It is true, there are more broom plants growing, waiting to once again 
devour the meadows. But each year we see a measurable difference in the 
number of weeds and the numbers of flowers. 

As Deception Pass State Park’s only designated Natural Area Preserve, 
the restoration of this meadow is the right direction to be going for Hope 
Island. 
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Ken Hunt, Eric Shen, and Bruce Bollert removing a patch 
of Scotch broom on Hope Island. 



Lions Club Day a Roaring Success Park Events 
 

Deception Pass Challenge 
June 22, 2013 
Second annual! 
West Beach, Hoypus Point, and 
Goose Rock 
Sponsored by Deception Pass Foun-
dation 
 

Washington State Parks 
Centennial Celebration 
August 3, a Saturday 
Location: Park-wide 
Events now being planned for a mag-
nificent event. Come lend your hands 
and energy to make this a celebration 
to remember. 

 

Give us Your 
Best Shot! 
Why do you love 
Deception Pass State 
Park? 

If you can answer that question 
with a photo, you could win great 
local prizes and have your work fea-
tured in our 2014 calendar. 
The park photo contest ENDS 

MAY 31, so get that best shot of 
yours sent in and see it published in 
our calendar if it is one of the top 
dozen this year. 
For more information, and how 

you can submit your photo, go to: 
www.deceptionpassfoundation.org/
photocontest 
 

 

Seattle Times Features De-
ception Pass in April 

Gems of our Washington State 
Parks: Deception Pass 

seattletimes.com/html/
travel/2020802621_deceptionpassxm
l.html 

 

Everett Herald Showcases 
Park Project 

Volunteers Preserve History at Decep-
tion Pass 

www.heraldnet.com/
article/20130430/
NEWS01/704309911 

Nearly a hundred Lions Club 
members from around the Island, 
San Juan, and Skagit County areas 
arrived en masse on April 20 to 
make a difference at the 
park for Earth Day and a 
day of service for the 
Lions. 

Ranger John Whit-
tet worked with Dennis 
the Lions Coordinator to 
organize a full day of 
project opportunities. A 
bucket load of donuts 
and gallons of coffee 
warmed hands and 
hearts for the 9 a.m. kick-off. Mem-
bers signed up for one of six pro-
jects, which soon morphed into 
seven or eight as the large number 
of volunteers filled the lists. 

One group created a safety 
fence at West Beach to guide hikers 

away from a steep and slippery trail 
to a better trail down to the beach. 

Another built a fence at our 
group camp to delineate where the 

group camp ends and the busy day 
use area begins. 

A third painted our whale skull 
and the trailer it rides on to protect 

both from the elements and make 
them display ready. 

Many more volunteers went to 
Quarry Pond to build planter areas 
for separating campsites. 

Others removed almost half an 
acre of invasive European Beach 

Grass in the dunes area of 
West Beach, and began prun-
ing the Dunes Interpretive 
trail. 
Still more cleaned the en-
trance to the park, making it 
sparkle and shine for the 
springtime. And a few ener-
getic souls hiked most of the 
roads and trails of the park 
gathering bags full of litter 
and waste. 
Our hearty thanks to the 
Lions volunteers, and the 
Boy Scouts who they brought 
with them to add to their 
numbers. 
The Lions always amaze us 

with the volume of work they ac-
complish in just a few hours, along 
with the number of hours of labor 
they provide, about 500 hours for 
the day! 



  

Plant the Beach 

One by one, 65 volunteers 
planted about 5000 plants  during the 
Cornet Bay “Make a Beach” 
party last weekend! 

Led by Sue Madsen of 
Skagit Fisheries Enhance-
ment Group, volunteers 
learned the best planting 
methods for beach grasses 
and other beach-appropriate 
species. 

Nine hundred linear feet 
of the beach are now planted 

with splash-zone and upland plants, 
changing a lawn and bulkhead beach 
into a natural and inviting beach — 
inviting to people to play or enjoy 
the views, and to native species such 
as salmon fingerlings and smelt and 
herring. 

Nets have been placed over 
some of the more sensitive species to 
keep the deer from using them as a 
free salad bar until they become es-
tablished. Tinsel-like strips dangle on 
some of the beach grass plantings as 
well to make them even less inviting 
or tempting to browsers. 

For the next three years, the 
Skagit Fisheries Enhancement Group 
will monitor and modify the plant-
ings to make sure they do well at the 
new beach. 

And for the next few genera-
tions, we can now all enjoy a real 
beach, fun to use and healthy for the 
life of our planet. 

Park Experiences 
 

 

Kukutali Tours 
Call the tour guide at 360-661-

0682 to set up a reservation for a 
two-hour tour of the Kukutali Pre-
serve on a Saturday morning. 

Tours are free. Reservations are 
required, as space is limited. Tours 
start at 9 and 11 a.m. with space for 
just 12 people at a time. 

  

  

Deception Pass Tours        
The tours have returned for in-

terpretive boat experiences under the 
bridge and out into the Strait. 

Booth at the bridge, store at  
5596 State Route 20, Anacortes 
Phone: 888-909-8687 
www.deceptionpasstours.com 
 

 

 

Anacortes Kayak Tours 
Call (800) 992-1801  or visit 

www.anacorteskayaktours.com 
Guided tours based out of Bowman 
Bay. 
 

 

 

Academics and Adventures 
Academic Adventures is an in-

quiry focused Coastal Ecology and 
Marine Biology Field School. Stu-
dents participate in the scientific 
process, and are surrounded by the 
specific habitats, organisms and eco-
systems they are studying.  
www.academicsandadventures.org 

Cranberry Getting Healthier 
Geese. Still here, yes, but not in the numbers we saw last summer, at least 

not yet. 
Park staff have put up fences as one of several passive measures we are 

taking to discourage the geese from using the swimming beach at Cranberry 
Lake. We are also making every attempt to shoo them away from the area 
whenever we can (and we invite you to do the same!) We have tried coyote 
silhouettes and live dogs, and will soon try spraying a grape seed extract on the 
lawn along with a garlic spray, among other remedies. 

If none of these work, we will then contract with USDA specialists to re-
move any geese that continue to soil the waters and beaches of the west side of 
the lake. We cannot tolerate the diseases that the geese would introduce to the 
lake if left unchecked. 

County Department of Public Health studies show a steady decline in con-
tamination numbers from last year's off-the-charts high E. coli findings. They 
are now at almost zero, a great recovery by the lake from last year’s off-the-
chart numbers. 



Rhodies in Bloom 
 

This was Native Plant Appre-
ciation Week, and what 
better place to discover 
native plants than in our 
backyard here at Deception 
Pass State Park. 

Fidalgo resident Dave 
Wenning found my favor-
ite rhody grove on the 
south side of Goose Rock, 
and took some delightful 
photographs of this year’s 
bloom. 

Visit his photos on the 
state park website at  

adventurawaits.com/2013/05/
rhodies-at-deception-pass/ and 
hear about his discovery of this 
natural garden,  
Or go to Dave’s fascinating web-

site, Fidalgo Island Crossings (one 
of my favorite local websites) , 
which has superb photography at  

fidalgoweather.blogspot.com/ 
To visit this park site that he 

refers to, park at the south end of 
the bridge, hike under the bridge, 
and follow the trails to the south 
side of Goose Rock, or park at the 
park office on Highway 20 and hike 
east, then north to Goose Rock, or 
park at North Beach and follow the 
old Discovery Trail under the high-
way to the grove. 

If you want to see these 
rhodies, now is the time. 

 
Rhododendrons are the state 

flower of Washington. Washington 
officially designated the coast rhodo-

dendron (Rhododendron macrophyllum) 
as the state flower in 1959, though it 
was actually selected as the state 
flower in 1892 by the women of 

Washington for the 1893 World's 
Fair in Chicago. 

Also called Pacific rhododen-
dron, or big leaf rhododendron, the 
coast rhododendron is a broadleaf 
evergreen rhododendron species 
native to western North America.  

Coast rhododendron is less 
popular for decorative landscaping 
than many other rhododendron 
species that are easier to grow and 
have a more pleasing appearance. 
Pacific Rhododendron shrubs can 
be scraggly and the flowers are often 
much less impressive than those of 
its relatives. 

Archibald Menzies found this 
shrub in 1792 when he and George 
Vancouver landed near present day 
Port Discovery.  

More about those people next 
month. 

 

The Deception Pass Foundation, 
formed in 2005, is a membership-
based non-profit organization dedi-
cated to the funding of environ-
mental education and protection in 
Deception Pass State Park. 

Current efforts include support-
ing our park AmeriCorps interpreter, 
rebuilding the park amphitheater 
stage, furnishing the Rosario field 
classroom, sponsoring the Beach 
Naturalist program, and helping fund 
the eventual construction of a 
Rosario Interpretive Center. 
Past successes include funding 

the protection of the Goose Rock 
meadows and the tidepool area, 
funding safety fencing at Bowman 
Bay, roofing of CCC shelters, spon-
soring the bridge's 75th anniversary 
celebration, rebuilding CCC facilities 
at the Cornet Bay Retreat Center, and 
hiring this year's interpretive intern, 
Sam Wotipka. 

If you are interested in further-
ing the goals of the Foundation, 
please join as a member and consider 
applying to become a board member. 
The board is actively seeking new 
board members to lead the Founda-
tion as it moves forward. 

Visit the website of the Decep-
tion Pass Park Foundation to see 
how you can support this park 
www.deceptionpassfoundation.or

g 
 

Foundation Board members: 

Liz Merriman, President 
Barry Wenaas, Vice-President 
Steve Young, Secretary 
George Churchill 
Estelle Johnson 
Barb Shaw 
Matt Klope 
Brian Shelly 
 

Foundation Board Advisors: 
Jack Hartt, Park Manager 
Sam Wotipka, Park Naturalist 

Intern 

         Native rhododendron in bloom 

WASHINGTON NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY 

PLANT WALKS SCHEDULE 
Tuesdays, 10 a.m. to noon, usually 

May 7 –  Sharpe County Park. Entrance is off Rosario Road just south of 
Sharpe Road. Pond, woods rich with mosses and lichens and open bluffs. 
Easy. Moderate if go to the bluffs.  

May 28 – Cranberry Lake in Deception Pass State Park. Meet near the vend-
ing stands and restrooms on the west side of the lake. Backshore, dunes and 
other habitat. Easy. Bring a lunch to enjoy later on the beach. 

Information – Ann Dursch, 293-3044 or Susan Alaynick 360-659-8792. 



 

 

    Follow the Deception Pass 
Foundation on Facebook. Search for 
"Deception Pass Park Foundation”. 

 

Your Washington State Parks 
turned 100 years old on March 19, 
2013. Washington State Parks is cele-
brating their centennial milestone 
with events throughout 2013. For a 
full list of events, visit 

www.parks.wa.gov/events. 
 

 
 

This monthly update is sent to folks who 
have expressed an interest in keeping in touch 
with what is happening or in the planning stages 
at Deception Pass State Park. If you are not 
interested in receiving these monthly updates, 
please reply to this message and let me know, or 
send an email to jack.hartt@parks.wa.gov to be 
removed from the list. We have no intention of 
sending emails that you do not wish to receive. If 
you wish to communicate at anytime with me or 
other park staff, please email, call, or visit us. 
This park is your park. 

 

 

 

Park Manager 
Deception Pass State Park  
41020 State Route 20  
Oak Harbor, WA 98277 
360-675-3767 ext. 26 

jack.hartt@parks.wa.gov ♥ 
 

 

Right: Hope Island meadow 

World View 
Guess what remarkable milestone we may achieve any day now this 

month? Something this earth hasn’t achieved for, well, 800,000 years? 
A CO2 level of over 400. The graph above shows the varying levels of 

the past nearly million years. The dark line at the far, far right that reaches up 

to the green line at the top in a nearly vertical spike is today. 
Below you can see the daily reading from Mauna Loa, showing how 

close the daily average is to the 400 line. Go to the UC San Diego website for 
a daily update, at http://keelingcurve.ucsd.edu  

Images from May 2 courtesy of UC San Diego. Where is it at today? 
And if 350 is what our environment is adapted to, what happens when  the 

world is above the 400 line? We will find out. Ready or not. 
 



Community Opportunities  
    
Rain Barrels Available Now: The weather's get-
ting warmer and we're out in the garden again. If you 
need a rain barrel to keep those plants watered this sum-
mer, Skagit PUD has received a fresh shipment of 55-
gallon poly barrels. They sell for $50 plus tax. (Cash or 
checks only, pleas). Contact Kevin Tate, Community 
Relations Manager, Skagit Public Utility District at 
Tate@skagitpud.org or call him at (360) 848-4477. 
 
Saturday, May 11: Skill-Share Workshop: Raising 
Meat Rabbits The New Zealand white rabbit is close to 
being the ideal animal to raise to increase your personal 
and family food security. Roger Fuit will show us what's 
involved in developing and maintaining a humane, fam-
ily-scale rabbitry. Roger graduated from WWU Huxley 
College with a degree in environmental planning, with an 
emphasis on sustainable communities. He has raised NZ 
whites for 4 years on his 5-acre farm in Marblemount. 
Free. 10:00 am, Anacortes Depot, in partnership with the 
Anacortes Farmers' Market 
 

Saturday, May 18: Skill-Share Workshop: Sprouting 
Foods Julianne Ash will tell us everything we need to 
know about sprouts, including which seeds to sprout, 
where to buy them, how to grow them, and ways to cre-
ate great-tasting winter salads from your indoor sprout 
garden. Julianne is a healer, educator, and farmer with 25 
years experience in clinical nursing and 25 years practice 
in the healing arts. 10 am - noon, Anacortes Depot, in 
partnership with the Anacortes Farmers' Market 

 
Tuesday, May 28: Seventh Generation Supper. Join 
Transition Fidalgo & Friends for our monthly community 
supper meeting and get an insider's view on how Fair-
field, Iowa developed a "Go-Green" program to reduce 
citywide energy use. We aren't alone in our efforts here in 
Skagit County (or even in the "green" Northwest) - good 
things are happening in the Heartland as well! Bob Fer-
guson will share how a small Iowa city achieved impres-
sive results through the cooperation of groups who don't 
usually work together. Suggested Donation: $5/adult, $3/
children 10 and under. Please bring your own place set-
tings! Doors open 5:45 pm at the Anacortes Senior Cen-
ter; soup supper at 6:00 pm.  

Park Capital Projects  
 
— Bowman this month 
R Kramer of Camano Island 

will be rebuilding the sewer system 
at the south end of Bowman Bay.  

The current sewer lines have 
lived their full life, and need to be 
replaced to continue to handle the 
sewer of the restroom in this area 
and the park staff duplex nearby.  

This project should not inter-
rupt park use at all. It will begin in 
the middle of May, and will be done 
by June. 

 

— Rosario this fall 
Rosario's restroom project, 

on the other hand, will impact all of 
us, but not until this fall, most likely. 
Although it has not yet gone out to 
bid, we expect to see construction 
start after the summer to replace the 
aging restroom at Rosario with a 
more appropriate and environmen-
tally friendly restroom. 

While construction is underway, 
you can expect to find porta-potties 
as a temporary solution. 

 

American Roots Music Series Returns 
 
Arts in the Park performances are back for this year! 
 
The concerts begin at 7 p.m. at the amphitheater near West Beach (or at the 
shelter at East Cranberry if the weather moves us indoors). To celebrate the 
roots of American music, local artists perform a variety of musical styles, 
including traditional folk music from the Pacific Northwest. 
 

• July 13: Ryan McKasson and Dave 
Bartley, traditional Scottish music on fid-
dle and guitar 

• July 20: La Famille Leger, Acadien and 
Quebecois house music from eastern Can-
ada 

• July 27: Canote Brothers, traditional An-
glo-American old time fiddle tunes, coun-
try songs and swing 

• August 3: A Moment in Time, Seattle Af-
rican-American a capella gospel quartet 

 
We also have a special local band concert on 
July 6, to be announced next month. 
 
The series is accessible for people with disabili-
ties. Our thanks to a grant from the NEA and 
the Washington State Parks Foundation. Concert assistance is provided by 
the Deception Pass Park Foundation. 

Canote Brothers 


